Project funded by

| NCu| c !

) UK Research ¢

'A‘N x L"lk and Innovation &
balHe

5

oS Hoat Co-funded by
EDCTP3 the European Union
oorom

==
= ¢\\

THE ACCESS AND
DELIVERY PARTNERSHIP

PRESS RELEASE

Africa-Europe partnership launches project to optimize malaria vaccine
implementation and uptake

The OPT-MVAC consortium will support the rollout of malaria vaccines in 14 Central
and West African countries

e The WHO-recommended malaria vaccines can bolster malaria prevention
strategies and help save tens of thousands of young lives annually.

e The OPT-MVAC consortium is leveraging the network developed through
OPT-SMC, a consortium expanding the use of medicines (seasonal malaria
chemoprevention) to protect children in Africa.

e The consortium will also promote broader vaccination acceptance and raise
awareness about the importance of an integrated approach to malaria
prevention and control, which optimally combines vaccines, drugs and bed
nets.

Geneva, Switzerland — 24 April 2025. In 2023, the World Health Organization
updated its recommendation for malaria vaccines to include both the RTS,S/AS01
and R21/Matrix-M vaccines, representing a historic landmark in malaria prevention
with the potential to save tens of thousands of young lives every year. However, to
fully realize this potential, vaccine implementation must be accelerated and
optimized to ensure access for the patients who need them most, particularly in
settings where malaria transmission is highly seasonal.

To respond to this urgent need, eight European and African institutions have
partnered with 14 Central and West African countries at various stages of malaria
vaccine implementation to form the Optimising Malaria Vaccine Uptake (OPT-MVAC)
consortium. Together, these partners will conduct vaccine implementation research
to help optimize distribution strategies to local contexts and share best practices
across their network.

The OPT-MVAC consortium benefits from the network, lessons learned and
expertise developed through OPT-SMC, a seasonal malaria chemoprevention
optimization project featuring some of the same institutional partners, including
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Université Iba Der Thiam de
Thiés, WHO-TDR and Medicines for Malaria Venture. Since malaria vaccines will be
implemented alongside other preventive interventions, including chemoprevention
medicines, the opportunity to combine drug and vaccine expertise can support
efforts to operationalize both interventions.

Launched at the beginning of 2025, the 4-year OPT-MVAC project is co-funded by
the Global Health European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership

3 (Global Health EDCTP3) Joint Undertaking, the European Union, the Swiss State
Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation (SERI), the UK Research and
Innovation (UKRI) and the Access and Delivery Partnership (ADP).
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https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/q-a-on-rts-s-malaria-vaccine#:~:text=As%20of%202%20October%202023,around%205%20months%20of%20age.
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/q-a-on-rts-s-malaria-vaccine#:~:text=As%20of%202%20October%202023,around%205%20months%20of%20age.
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/q-a-on-rts-s-malaria-vaccine#:~:text=As%20of%202%20October%202023,around%205%20months%20of%20age.
https://www.smc-alliance.org/opt-smc-optimizing-smc-by-building-capacity-for-delivery-and-evaluation
https://www.global-health-edctp3.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.global-health-edctp3.europa.eu/index_en
https://www.sbfi.admin.ch/sbfi/en/home.html
https://www.sbfi.admin.ch/sbfi/en/home.html
https://www.ukri.org/
https://www.ukri.org/
https://adphealth.org/
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One of the partnership’s central activities will be to collaborate with and provide
grants to partner country national immunization, pharmacovigilance and malaria
programmes to support the monitoring of vaccine introduction, as well as the
development, implementation and evaluation of strategies to address potential
barriers.

Africa continues to shoulder the vast majority of the global malaria burden and was
home to an estimated 94% of global cases and 95% of malaria-related deaths in
2023. Moreover, children under 5 years old are the most vulnerable to severe
disease and accounted for 76% of all malaria deaths in the region in 2023." Today,
after 10 years of stalled progress, we now have three powerful reasons to believe we
can progress towards zero malaria deaths: new vector control tools, expanded use
of preventive medicines like SMC and the first generation of vaccines. The tools
complement each other and as per WHO, “the highest impact will be achieved using
a mix of interventions.”

“‘Expanding the malaria prevention toolbox with vaccines and having countries take
steps towards implementation are critical to their respective malaria control and
elimination efforts,” says Dr Michel Vaillant, Head of the Competence Centre for
Methodology and Statistics at the Luxembourg Institute of Health, which is serving as
the OPT-MVAC project coordinator. “Our project will build on this momentum by
leveraging the efforts of partnering countries to accelerate the delivery of vaccines
and expand coverage.”

Building on partnerships to expand malaria prevention interventions

OPT-MVAC is modelled after the EDCTP2 co-funded OPT-SMC consortium, which
collaborates with national malaria programmes in many of the same West and
Central African countries to optimize the delivery of SMC.

In 2024, on average, 54 million children at risk of severe malaria received SMC,
compared to just 170,000 children in 20122 — when the intervention was first
implemented —across 19 African countries where disease transmission is highly
seasonal. This scale-up, which has been facilitated by projects like OPT-SMC, has
helped save hundreds of thousands of young lives.

“The OPT-MVAC consortium consists of the same institutional OPT-SMC partners

— with the addition of four more to bolster vaccine-specific expertise — as well as
many of the same West and Central African implementation country partners,” says
Jean-Louis Abdourahim Ndiaye, Director of Research and Scientific Innovation at the
Université |ba Der Thiam de Thiés in Senegal, which is serving as scientific lead for
OPT-MVAC. “We are leveraging our network of partners experienced in malaria
prevention to accelerate malaria vaccine implementation, while also promoting
broader vaccination acceptance and raising awareness about the importance of
malaria prevention and control.”

TWHO World malaria report 2024
2WHO World malaria report 2024
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https://www.lih.lu/en/
https://www.smc-alliance.org/sites/mmv-smc/files/content/attachments/2023-03-01/Celebrating%2010%20Years%20of%20SMC%20-%20EN.pdf
https://www.univ-thies.sn/
https://www.who.int/teams/global-malaria-programme/reports/world-malaria-report-2024
https://www.who.int/teams/global-malaria-programme/reports/world-malaria-report-2024
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Kick-off meeting and pharmacovigilance workshop

From 28 April to 2 May, OPT-MVAC institutional and implementing country partners
will convene in Rabat, Morrocco for a week-long kick-off meeting. The meeting will
consist of pharmacovigilance workshops and partner countries sharing updates on
the current status of their malaria vaccine implementation efforts.

The Rabat Collaborating Center, which is leading the project’s workstream on safety
and pharmacovigilance for malaria vaccines, will host the meeting. The participation
of national immunization, pharmacovigilance and malaria programmes of partner
countries on hand to kick off the project underscores their role in driving its success,
as their respective implementation experiences can further support malaria vaccine
uptake across the region.

‘I am hopeful that this initiative will help better understand the acceptability of the
malaria vaccine within communities, as well as its impact on malaria morbidity and
mortality among children under 5 in the West African sub-region,” says Professor
Tchin Darre, Togo’s Minister of Health and Public Hygiene. “The expected outcomes
of this project will effectively guide our decision-making to better protect children and
contribute to their healthy growth and development, ensuring the human capital of
tomorrow.”

About OPT-MVAC

OPT-MVAC'’s eight institutional partners are Luxembourg Institute of Health
(Luxembourg), Université Iba Der Thiam de Thiés (Senegal), Université Cheikh Anta
Diop de Dakar (Senegal), European Vaccine Initiative (Germany), the UNICEF/
UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical
Diseases — TDR (Switzerland), Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV, Switzerland),
Rabat Collaborating Center (Morocco) and London School of Hygiene & Tropical
Medicine (United Kingdom).

The project’s 14 implementing country partners, represented by their respective
national immunization, pharmacovigilance and malaria programmes, are Benin,
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Cote
d’lvoire, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal and Togo.

About MMV

MMV is a Swiss-based not-for-profit organization working to deliver a portfolio of
accessible medicines with the power to treat, prevent and eliminate malaria. Born in
1999, out of a need for greater health equity, we close critical gaps in research,
development and access — working “end-to-end” to expand the use of existing
antimalarials and innovate new compounds to protect public health. This starts with
women and children.

It's working. As of 2024, MMV-supported products have effectively protected or
treated an estimated 711 million people and saved around 17.4 million lives. We
cannot stop now.



https://www.rcc-pv.org/
https://www.lih.lu/
https://www.univ-thies.sn/
https://www.ucad.sn/
https://www.ucad.sn/
https://www.euvaccine.eu/
https://tdr.who.int/
https://tdr.who.int/
https://tdr.who.int/
https://www.mmv.org/
https://www.rcc-pv.org/
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/
https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/
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However, with a quarter of a billion malaria cases and nearly 600,000 deaths
reported in 2023, progress towards disease elimination has stalled. MMV is part of
an ecosystem of partners determined to change this. Bringing public and private
sector partners together, we pioneer new solutions that align with local and global
health priorities and promote the equitable development of effective and affordable
products that work to help end malaria and advance health for all.

For more information, visit www.mmv.org.

Follow MMV on social media: X | LinkedIn | YouTube | Facebook | Bluesky

For press enquiries, contact:
Doreen Akiyo Yomoah
Communications Manager, MMV
Phone +41 79 238 60 74

E-mail: yomoahd@mmv.org

Quality of information disclaimer

Funded by the European Union, under the Global Health EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking.
Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not
necessarily reflect those of Global Health EDCTP3 nor its members. Neither of the
aforementioned parties can be held responsible for them.

MMV Disclaimer

This document contains certain forward-looking statements that may be identified by
words such as ‘believes’, ‘expects’, ‘anticipates’, ‘projects’, ‘intends’, ‘should’, ‘seeks’,
‘estimates’, ‘future’ or similar expressions, or by discussion of, among other things,
vision, strategy, goals, plans, or intentions. It contains hypothetical future product
target profiles, development timelines and approval/launch dates, positioning
statements, claims and actions for which the relevant data may still have to be
established. Stated or implied strategies and action items may be implemented only
upon receipt of approvals including, but not limited to, local institutional review board
approvals, local regulatory approvals, and following local laws and regulations. Thus,
actual results, performances or events may differ from those expressed or implied by
such statements.

We ask you not rely unduly on these statements. Such forward-looking statements
reflect the current views of Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV) and its partner(s)
regarding future events, and involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties.

MMV accepts no liability for the information presented here, nor for the
consequences of any actions taken on the basis of this information. Furthermore,
MMV accepts no liability for the decisions made by its pharmaceutical partner(s), the
impact of any of their decisions, their earnings and their financial status.

LUXEMBOURG 45y, ; X UNIVERSITE European For research on
L| eriste™ {5 UNIVERSITE 1BA DER THIAM DE THIES Qgggmym-op X TDR®) Gy

1 OF HEALTH

LONDON

! SCHOOL

/ HYGIENE
MEDICINE N2>



http://www.mmv.org/
https://twitter.com/MedsforMalaria
https://www.linkedin.com/company/medicinesformalariaventure
https://www.youtube.com/c/mmvorgmedsformalaria
https://www.facebook.com/medicinesformalaria
https://bsky.app/profile/mmv.org
mailto:yomoahd@mmv.org

